
Letter from the President
As I’m sitting here writing this mes-

sage, the wind is whipping around my
house in great gusts. So much so that the
power has been knocked out. Just about
everything I thought about doing required
electricity so I grabbed pen and paper
(and of course, the last of the ice cream
and a big spoon…what else do you do
when the freezer is down?) and began
reflecting. Much as I’d like to forecast
what is in store for you next at the Blue
Sage, I know this will be covered in the
rest of the newsletter and it’s hard not to
write about the amazing weekend we just

had during Mountain Harvest Festival.
Congratulations to all those who partici-
pated…from the tiny details like getting
a free bin of apples at the park, to big
bold productions like this year’s fabulous
fashion show at the Paradise, everything
that gets done is a reflection of the energy,
commitment and love that comes from a
tightly knit community that is immensely
proud of itself. 

I think this Valley, and Paonia in par-
ticular, could be a model for the nation,
a testimony to what can happen when
people volunteer out of a desire to be
part of something special, something

that is so much more than the sum of its
parts. Whether it be time, money, fruit
or fashion, we all prosper through the
sharing of what comes most easily and
naturally to us.

I am truly proud to be a part of this
community and my goal is to devote
what skills I have towards bringing the
Blue Sage to the forefront of making this
community one of the strongest and
richest in the country. I hope you all will
join me. 

With great enthusiasm for what 
lies ahead;
Carol Kwiatkowski, President
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Meet Your New Board
Members

Sharon
Campbell
I’m recently retired
and now have time
to “give back” to
the community. I
bring secretarial
skills to the Board,
and since I designed
office interiors for many years I’m avail-
able to share my interior design skills in
the gallery if needed. I was born in
Missouri, raised in Hawaii, transplanted
to Colorado 35 years ago, and I feel like
the last six years in Paonia have brought
me to where I should be.  

I am constantly amazed at the variety
of experiences, talents and abilities of
Paonia folk. People here do things that
are important to me, from developing
sustainable lifestyles, to enjoying and
nurturing things of nature, to promoting
and participating in the arts. I’m trying
to learn from all of them and contribute
what I can to those areas.

James and Carol Schott
In January of 2009 James and his wife,
Carol moved to the 28 acres on Lamborn
Mesa that they purchased in 2002. After
selling their small goat dairy in Niwot,
Colorado and moving Haystack Mountain
Goat Dairy’s cheese making operation to
Longmont, they were able to move to
Paonia. They have started growing laven-
der and are preparing to raise cattle and
sheep. James served on the Board of
Directors of the Boulder Farmers Market
for six years and was the president of the
farmer-owned market for three years.
The Blue Sage was one of the attractions
for moving to Paonia and they believe
strongly in its mission and community
contribution. Carol was the director of
Science Discovery, a Science Education
program at the University of Colorado
for 24 years.
This has given
her experi-
ence working
with boards,
writing grants
and managing
budgets.  

2 CAN DO Does Good
for Local Food Pantry

Area musicians donated their time and
talent on August 22nd to raise food and
awareness for the Wilson Head American
Legion Food Pantry by hosting a concert
at the Blue Sage. Patrons were charged
two dollars and urged to bring two non-
perishable food items to contribute to the
food bank, which has seen a dramatic
increase in need due to the sagging econ-
omy. The first rendition of 2 CAN DO
featured the eclectic sounds of The Bunny
Room, a charming five piece rock and
alternative band who are fairly new to
the western Colorado music scene. Also
performing were ZBS Newz and a solo
performance by Zach Mann.

Donna Mann, the events director at
the Blue Sage is seeking musical acts of
all types to participate in future shows.

“We hope to make this event appeal-
ing to people of all ages and musical
tastes,” she said. 

Interested musicians can contact the
Blue Sage at 527.7243.



Harvest of Voices
Harvest of Voices presented yet

another smash hit on the Harvest
Festival Scene this year. Lauralee
Yates pulled it all together, including
poetry, prose and music. From the
hilarity of Jonathan Thompson’s diatribe
on canning, to Michelle Nijhuis’ sad tale
of local history, the audience swung from
silent to uproarious and back again as sto-
ries and poems carried our emotions in all
directions. Thank you all for your patience
with the limited seating. We are consider-
ing ideas for how to allow everyone to
have a seat in the future, as it continues
to be one of the most popular events of
the year!  

By the way, it’s not too early to start
writing for next year’s Anthology contest.
Ads will be out in January and this year
will include a poetry contest, which will
be separately judged but presented and
published along with the prose Anthology.
Writers, start…your…engines!

The first group to read in
the Harvest of Voices were
(left to right) Laura Lee
Yates (emcee), Evan Hodkins
(poetry), Danielle Kemper
(fiction), Christie
Aschwanden (nonfiction),
Carol Kwiatkowski (poetry),
and Wes Perrin (prose).

“Party For Your Palate”
Serves the Masses

“Party For Your Palate,” the 9th
Annual Mountain Harvest Festival Chili
Cook-Off, proved to be just that, with
something to please everyone’s palate,
from curry to spicy hot, black bean to
garbanzo bean, and meatless to chicken.
The tasters were aplenty, the cooks were
generous, the weather ideal, and the music
and pie were the perfect complement to
create a grand evening in Paonia Town
Park. This light-hearted
competition grows each
year, with entrants coming
from as far as Montrose
and Glenwood Springs. If
the smiles were any meas-
ure of success, this year was
a triumph!  

The winning categories
this year, each taking home
$75 in prize money, were: 

Red - Delta County Democrats
“Health Care Chili”

Green - Duncan and Michelle
Sinnock’s “Dunc-N-Chell's Kickin’
Chicken Chili”

Meatless - Delicious Orchards,
Abigail Sikora and Jeff Schwartz

Exotic - Bruce VanBuskirk’s
“Plum Crazy Chili”

People’s Choice - Brandy
Lozano and Georgia Seifert’s
“Dead Man’s Brew” 

A huge thanks to our sponsors, Oxbow
Mining, LLC, Mountain Coal Company,
and LP Appraisals, as well as our wonder-
ful cooks, our anonymous judges, and
those ever-present volunteers. It takes the
resources and efforts of many to create an

event like this. Thank you all
so very much.

9th Annual Mountain Harvest Festival

The popular Slow Bike Race about to begin.

There was a bounty of music at four
venues downtown and the town
park throughout
the festival 
weekend.

Rick Stockton,
Travis Mann,
Ellen Ensley and
Howard Berkman

 



Calendar of Events
Friday, October 23, 8 pm, Jamie Sue Seal of “The Radiotown Flyers” will be at

the Blue Sage Center for a concert with John Latini, who has played pedal steel with
Jason Rigenberg, Horse Cave Trio, and many others. Jamie Sue has four albums to
her credit, and is the host of the “Jammin’ Round with Jamie Sue Radio Show where
she has played with several national artists. Tickets to this event are only $5.00.

Saturday, October 24, 8 pm. - Join us at the Blue Sage for the 12th Annual
Masked Ball with the Bobby Walker Band. Costume contest, appetizers, libations,
and a whole lot of fun for a mere $5.00!

Tuesday, November 3 - Blue Sage Center is pleased to support a Life Line
Screening preventive health event to scan for risk of an abdominal aortic aneurysm
(AAA), peripheral arterial disease (PAD) and osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness
Package with Heart Rhythm for $149. All five screenings take 60-90 minutes. Your
Health is in Your Hands, so call 1-888-653-6441 for more information or to pre-register.

Friday, November 6, 8pm - 2 CAN DO - Bands for Cans benefits the American
Legion food bank. Two cans of food and $2 will get you a rockin’ evening with several
local bands.

Sunday, November 29, 1pm - 14th Annual Thanksgiving vegetarian potluck.
Celebrate owning the Curtis building for 10 years!

Friday, 3-6pm and Saturday, 9am-5pm December 4-5 - Holiday Art Fair. Original
and unique gifts created by local artists. Music, refreshments, caroling and more!
Contact Patricia Weller at 527.5421 for more information.

Friday, December 18, 8pm - Holden Young Trio (HY3) performs live! Fresh and
funky, with influences from James Brown, Wayne Krantz and the Red Hot Chili
Peppers, the HY3 sound captivates listeners and propels dancers.

Saturday, January 31 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at the Blue Sage!  Stay tuned!

Classes at the Blue Sage
Tai-Chi with Bob every Sunday and Thursday at 6, Yoga with Phyllis Thursday

mornings at 8:30, Belly Dancing with Judy will be on Wednesdays at 7pm. Get ready
for a new African Dance and Drum class, Tuesdays, 6pm with Michael and Lea on
October 6. A creative aging class, Yoga for greater health, peace and joy, for adults 50
years young and up, will be presented by Dr Loraine. Enjoy successful aging, gain con-
trol over your mind and body, and improve your physical condition. October 16 -
December 18, Tuesdays & Fridays, 8:30-9:45am.

Blue Sage Center
for the Arts

Membership Form
Date ————— Renewal? New?

Name ———————————

Mailing Address ———————

City ————————————

State/Zip ——————————

Phone ———————————

Email ———————————

Would you like the quarterly news
letter in: print or  email? (circle one)

r Senior/Student  . . . . . . . .$20/year

r Individual  . . . . . . . . . . .$30/year

r Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50/year

r Supporter/Non-profit  . .$75/year

r Sponsor/Business  . . . . .$125/year

r Patron  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500/year

r Patron Saint (life-time) $1000/year

r Check r Cash r Visa
r MasterCard

——————————————
Card Number

——————————————
Exp. Date

——————————————
Signature

Membership Benefits:
Discounts on Blue Sage rentals

Discounts at Blue Sage sponsored events
Annual member-only barbecue,

meeting and music
Thank you for your support!

Give Yourself the Gift of
Culture and Community!
Join now or renew your membership.

Many Thanks!
The following wineries offered us fine
local wine on Saturday night of Mountain
Harvest Festival. Please support our local
vintners and show them you appreciate
their generosity.

Bethlehem Winery
Black Bridge Winery
Alfred Eames Cellars
Leroux Creek Vineyards
Lilliputian Winery
Stone Cottage Cellars
Terror Creek Winery
Many thanks to ALL the volunteers.

Without you, it would be impossible to
bring it all together. Your willingness to

contribute your time and energy allows us
to offer events such as The Harvest of
Voices, Chili Cook-Off, the Gallery Walk,
and the Saturday night music venue.

Randy Campbell
Sharon Campbell
Rosalie Clock
Shari Dangremond
Tamara Hardesty
Jan Hurley
Kristina Hutchins
Ashley Krest
Bob Lario
Norm Lewark
Carol Lund
Donna Mann

Zach Mann
David Marek
Greg Peterson
Lori Porter
Mary Reiley 
Faye Renfrew
Carol Schott
James Schott
Patricia Weller
Laura Lee Yates
Jack Young
Kate Zachman

 



PO Box 700
228 Grand Avenue
Paonia, CO 81428

bluesage@paonia.com
www.bluesage.org

Create a Meaningful Legacy...
With a simple designation in your will. Talk to your

lawyer to plan your estate and leave the Blue Sage a set
amount, percentage, or even specific assets. This will

provide a charitable estate tax deduction and is an
effective way to leave a legacy of community support!

Printed on 100% recycled
paper, using soy inks by
Sunset Printworks. 

Join a Committee
We need community members to participate in our

many Blue Sage committees! If you have a few hours
each month and skills appropriate to any one of these

committees, call the Blue Sage to get involved!

Committee List:
Planning and Finance, Staff and Volunteer, 
Public Relations and Marketing, Facilities, 

Fund-raising and Grants, Membership.

Board of Directors
President - Carol Kwiatkowski

Vice President - Lori Porter
Secretary - Sharon Campbell
Treasurer - Francois Pretorius

Randy Campbell
Annette Choszczyk

Carol Schott
James Schott

Administrative Director - 
Joy Kuhlman

Events Director - Donna Mann

VolunTickets
Give your time to the 

Blue Sage in exchange for 
tickets to Blue Sage events.

Call for more information
527.7243

Randy Campbell
Computer Wizard

RC Repair Service, LLC

Specializing in
Home Networking, Laptops & Wi-fi

970-260-0106
randyc@paonia.com

Thanks to Our
Generous Sponsors
for Shakespeare 

in the Park
Bill & Sarah Bishop

Black Bridge Winery

Paonia Farm & Home

Paonia State Bank

Steady Hand Painting 
& House Repair

Tri-R Liquors

Greg Peterson
REMAX Mountain West

James & Carol Schott


